


November issue Volume 1 Issue 2 

Gecko Gazette 

Inside this issue: 

How to carve a 

pumpkin 

2 

Camping in Prescott 2 

Coach B and Kickball 3 

Third Grade Play 3 

Gothom  4 

Ms. Koshick & STEM 4 

Girls on the Run 5 

On Thursday October 

30th, the whole fifth 

grade went to see the 

play “The Miraculous 

Journey of Edward 

Tulane” at Tempe           

Center For The Arts, 

Childs Play. At the    

beginning of the year 

we read the book so we would be       

familiar with the story before going to 

the play. The book was about a rabbit 

that was made of china, he had quite a 

bumpy life being loved and hated. The 

story is about his journey and what he 

learns with each new owner. At the end 

he no longer wants to be loved because 

he had gone through so many families 

and had lost all of them. I was so excited 

to go see the play! I liked the show a lot 

and thought that it was so cool how they 

only used four people to play every  

character during the performance. But I 

thought they would use kid actors to       

represent the children from the story, but 

there were adults who acted out the  

characters. I also liked how in the play 

they had a  china rabbit on stage, but a 

person who acted and said his thoughts. I 

think the play was really good with a 

great ending and I would give it a four 

and a half out of five stars. I would     

recommend going to see this play with 

your friends and family.  

Where would you see ninjas,      

pirates, and scuba divers all        

together? At the Brisas Pumpkin 

Walk! According to Miss Klotz, the 

Pumpkin Walk was started by        

Peggy Warren as a community 

event the first year Brisas opened.  

The Pumpkin Walk is when the 

Brisas courtyard is filled with  

glowing jack-o-lanterns carved by 

Brisas kids and their parents. When 

I asked people what they enjoyed 

about the Pumpkin Walk, there was 

an answer for every sense.  

There is  yummy food to eat 

while listening to the    

amazing Mallet Masters 

play. The air is filled with 

the smell of warm pumpkins 

while you look at all of the 

costumes and admire the 

pumpkin carvings. There 

were also answers that were 

about love for Brisas. One 

person mentioned the     

commitment of the parents 

to carve pumpkins with their kids 

and then to come and see the final    

product. Another person said that 

she loved that so many  people come 

from the community to enjoy this 

event. I love this event and I hope 

you enjoy it throughout your years 

at Brisas.  






Over fall break my family went up 

to Prescott, AZ for a fun family 

vacation. On Saturday, October 4th 

we packed up our trailer and went 

off to Prescott Point of Rocks 

Campground. Our campsite was 

beautiful, we had a whole      

mountain of rocks to climb on   

behind us, plus the view from the 

top was so cool that my brothers 

and I climbed up there with chairs 

and sat down at the very top. That 

night my family and I walked 

down to Watson Lake and I saw 

some ducks in the water, when 

they came out of the water to look 

for food they pecked at the ground 

so hard they looked like                 

jack hammers. The next day we 

hiked up a big mountain, we 

went so high that we could see a 

huge park from the top, after we 

went to the park with my dog 

Annie and she loved it! We also 

went to visit the town of      

Prescott, in town we got to see 

some cool things like The   

Sharlot Hall Museum, Whiskey 

Row, and we saw a wedding 

going on in the town green. The 

next day we went fishing at the 

lake but the only thing we 

caught was a tiny trout. On the 

last day we packed up and 

stopped at Lynx Lake before 

On Thursday, Brisas held its annual Pumpkin 

Walk. I saw so many amazing pumpkins! Some 

were decorated with things like stickers, beads, 

and lights. Some were painted. One of the most 

memorable pumpkins was painted to look like 

Olaf from the movie Frozen. And then of 

course, there were many beautifully carved 

pumpkins. If you would like to know how to 

carve the perfect pumpkin, here are some easy 

steps you can follow: 

1. Cut a hole in the top or bottom of your 

pumpkin depending on what you like best. I 

like cutting from the  bottom    because it’s 

easy to just put the pumpkin over the candle 

or tea light at the end. 

2. Scoop out all of the seeds and the walls of 

the pumpkin until it is about an inch thick. 

That will make carving much  easier! You 

can use a spoon or a plastic scraper. Here’s 

a fun tip: you don’t have to waste the       

insides. You can use it to make pumpkin 

seeds or pumpkin pie with your family. 

Pick out your design. Your can draw your 





own, use an online template, or 

use stickers. The stencils that 

come with pumpkin carving kits 

are great for this. Once you’ve 

placed the design where you want 

it, trace it by poking holes with a 

needle tool or something similar. 

Just make sure you place your de-

sign on the pretty side of the 

pumpkin. No bumps or bruises! 

3.  Remove your design and start carving with a      

miniature saw. You should ask an adult or an older 

sibling for help if you have to use a knife. Here’s 

another tip: to keep your pumpkin from turning 

brown, apply a layer of Vaseline or lemon juice to 

uncovered areas, then put your pumpkin in the    

refrigerator. 

4.  The last step is to light up your pumpkin. If you use 

a candle, make sure the wick is straight up.               

Battery-operated candles also work well. I like these 

because you don’t have to worry about the flame 

going out. 

 I hope you found these steps easy and helpful.                 

Happy  carving!                                               

leaving town. It takes about 

two hours to get back home 

to Chandler. That night it 

felt so good to sleep in a bed 

again (even though in the 

camper is comfy). I loved it 

up in Prescott and I hope I 

can go back there sometime 

soon!  
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Coach Brian Bielinksi 

is the new  PE teacher 

at Brisas this year.  He 

is also coaching     

Kickball after school.   

I thought it would be 

fun to interview him so 

that we can know more 

about him. After        

Kickball practice, he 

and I sat down to talk: 

Kelsey Gunning- 

Where were you born? 

Coach Bielinski- I was born in Bloomington, MN.  

KG-Where did you grow up?  Have you lived in one 

place/town your whole life or have you moved 

around? 

CB-I lived most of my life in Bloomington, MN and I 

have lived in Mesa, AZ for 11 years. 

KG-What are some significant events in your life that 

you recall? 

CB-Joining the Army at 17 and Graduating ASU in 

2014. 

KG-Who are some of your personal heroes?  Do you 

consider yourself like them in any ways? 

CB-My Mom and my Uncle Jon.  I am like them     

because I am good hearted, caring, kind and           

competitive. 

KG-What activities do you enjoy in your spare time?   

CB-I like to play Basketball, golf, and I like playing 

with my dog. 

KG-Have you been recognized as outstanding in any 

area of your life? 

CB-Yes, I was twice awarded the Army Achievement 

Medal and I graduated Summa Cum Laude, which is 

the second highest honor, from ASU. 

KG-What are some personal goals you have had in the 

past? 

CB-I wanted to graduate college and become a teacher 

and a coach, and I did!  I have been in the military for 

over 20 years. 

 

Kickball is one of the many     

afterschool activities offered in 

the Kyrene School District.     

This year I joined and it has been 

super fun.  The first couple of 

practices we had to stay inside 

because the field was flooded.  

This was okay, because Coach taught us the rules of 

the game and how to throw the ball.  Once we were 

able to go to the field, we have been playing hard.  We 

start each practice with a warm up, then Coach has us 

go to our positions and we practice like we’re playing 

a real game. Another way Coach has us practice is that 

we play against a group of kids from Kids Club.  This 

helps us to know what the games will be like at the 

tournament.  The tournament is for all of the Kyrene 

Elementary Schools to play against each other.  It will 

be on  November 8, 2014 at Pueblo Middle School. 
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Thursday, November 20 the proud third 

graders will be performing “Under The 

Sea”, a musical written by Mrs. Monks 

our beloved music teacher. I interviewed 

Tony Collier and asked him to share his 

thoughts. “I think it will be cool and   

awesome ,” Tony says. I also interviewed 

Mrs. Monks. “I know that everyone will 

love it,” she says. The musical is about a 

tiger shark that wants to be friends with 


fish. “Look out for the Hook” 

and “We’re Sharks” are some 

favorites. I asked Tony and 

Mrs. Monks what their favorite 

costumes were. Tony’s                

favorite is the shark costume. 

Mrs. Monks’  favorite            

costumes are the  mermaid and 

the shark. The third graders 

have worked    really hard and 

I hope you   appreciate their 

work. 

 “PRACTICE , 

PRACTICE , PRACTICE - 



. 



 

The new TV show Gotham has been 

exciting so far.  My family and I really 

enjoy watching it together. The story 

is about Detective James Gordon 

learning about his new job in the     

Gotham City Police Department. He 

gets called to the scene of a double 

murder of local billionaires Thomas 

and Martha Wayne, he meets the   

couple's 12-year-old son, Bruce.    

Gordon promises the boy he'll do   

everything he can to solve the murder 

even though his partner, Harvey   

Bullock does not want to be involved 

in the case. Soon Gordon comes to 

understand why Bullock doesn’t want 

to help, as they're 

thrown into the    

corrupt inner     

workings of Gotham 

City, coming face to 

face with gang boss 

Fish Mooney and 

mobster Carmine 

Falcone as they look 

for the killer. Soon 

Gordon discovers something that not only puts him at risk, but 

also his fiancée, Barbara. There are also lots of characters that 

were  introduced, like, The Penguin, Cat Woman, The Riddler 

and Poison Ivy.  I know there is a lot more to discover, but I need 

to watch more episodes! 

I thought 

I knew a 

lot about 

Ms.                              

Koshick. 

I knew 

she has 

black hair 

and blue 

eyes. I 

knew she 

is a  

teacher at 

Brisas Elementary and has taught 1st 

grade for three years. Her favorite 

subjects are Math and Science so she 

decided to be a STEM club         

counselor. The STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Math) 

club is a club for 4th and 5th graders.  

They do all kinds of  experiments.  

The experiments  involve using one 

or more areas of S.T.E.M.  For     

instance, our first experiment was a 

long chain that needed to hold water 

bottles for at least 30 seconds. In 

this experiment we used mostly  

engineering and math.  My favorite 

experiment so far was the solar   

ovens. We used them to cook 

s’mores. I am really looking         

forward to making marble        

rollercoasters!   Along with being a 

S.T.E.M. club counselor, I learned a 

lot of  interesting things about                   

Ms. Koshick. She grew up in      

Wisconsin. She has great memories 

of spending her childhood outside 

exploring, using her imagination 

and building forts.  She went to    

college at the University of         

Wisconsin. She then attended      

Arizona State University for her 

graduate degree. Ms. Koshick 

worked so hard and got good grades 

her dad rewarded her with a three 

month trip to Europe. She visited 

eightteen countries and now has 

friends all over the world. Her      

favorite city so far is Paris because 
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she was able to see parts of 

the city tourists never see. She 

hopes to visit many other 

parts of the world. Along with 

traveling she loves to read  

romance novels and works on 

completing items from her 

bucket list.  Two of the many 

things that she still wants to 

do are learn to surf and to 

dogsled in Iceland. She also 

loves to cook and plans on 

writing a cookbook. Ms.     

Koshick encourages her      

students by having them begin 

their very own bucket lists. 

She advises all students to 

work hard, learn a lot, and 

make goals! You’re amazing 

Ms. Koshick!    





Girls on the Run is about looking 

at the world from a different    

perspective. This is coach       

Foster’s point of view of 

G.O.T.R. GOTR is a group of 

girls who learn about themselves 

and others all while running. I 

also asked her what her point of 

view on GOTR she said . Her  



If you are interested in becoming a 

Gecko Gazette reporter come to the 

next meeting  January 7 at 7:15 am in 

Miss Burt’s room.   

response was “GOTR is a 

great experience for girls to 

learn about others and           

themselves.” Coach Foster 

has been coaching for three 

years. This is my first year 

participating, I think it is a 

fun group to be a part of, 

and I have learned a lot. I 

have learned how to treat 

myself and others, self 

esteem, as well as how to 

deal with bullies, and 

how to turn down a bad 

decision. We also learned 

about peer pressure  and 

if some one is bulling 

you at home or school. I 

can’t wait for our 5K run 

on Saturday, November 

22nd. 
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